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Commission Briefing – Waterfront Connection to the Market 

Marshall Foster, City Planning Director                   Steve Pearce, Waterfront Seattle Project 

Manager 

Department of Planning & Development (DPD)      Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) 

 

Briefing on current conceptual design plans for new connections between the waterfront and the 

Market, including a land bridge (“Overlook Fold”) and a new road from Alaskan Way to Elliott and 

Western “Elliott-Western Connector). 

 

 

Chair Spencer Howard determined that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm. 

 

Marshall Foster, DPD, presented a briefing via PowerPoint (full report in DON file). 
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Mr. Foster provided context of the project in relationship to the Viaduct and tunnel project and the Elliott 

Bay Seawall.  He said they are currently in conceptual design and that they hoped to have the concept in 

place by summer.  He noted that many environments and neighborhoods come together at the Waterfront; 

their vision is to pull the energy to the waterfront and create a new ‘front porch’.  He said that context and 

history needs to be part of the weaving together of the neighborhoods. 

 

Mr. Foster explained the concept of an overlook fold and went over how they might create connection 

through the PC-1 site and include stalls, Daystalls, and an ADA accessible connection across Western.  He 

explained the PC-1 site could provide parking and storage for the Market with Market uses above grade – 

new public uses would be created.  He said that under the fold would be parking space for school buses, 

loading, and weather protection.   

 

Mr. Foster said they looked at the unique and meandering idiosyncratic systems of paths in and through the 

Market district and the patterns of how people move through the space.  He noted the covered walkways, 

how the streets shift and paths are created with the topography.  He said that the Hillclimb is intimate and 

informal.  He showed a photo of the former Pike Street Trestle Bridge built in 1911, and called it a ‘great 

piece of industrial history’ and said there are ways to think about that today.  He said they intend to create a 

western face for the Market with the intimate scale of the Market; down by the waterfront the scale would 

get larger.  He said they plan to create a ‘web of connections’ primarily Western through the new PC-1 site 

on down.  He said they propose an outlook over the railroad tunnel entrance and also a pedestrian 

connection to Elliott Avenue [new Elliott-Western Connector from Alaskan Way]. 

 

Mr. Foster said that a series of pathways and steps will lead to Aquarium Plaza – at the base of the 

Hillclimb - which can be used as an amphitheatre and gathering space. He talked about connection from 

Western Avenue to Heritage House and noted a new stair and elevator from the new Elliott Avenue at the 

PC-1 site; he said that parking under PC-1 will be accessed via Heritage House.  He likened the scale of the 

section of the fold near the PC-1 site and Heritage House to the scale of Pike Place.  Elements proposed 

include a train tunnel overlook, overlook gardens, climbing and sliding slopes, amphitheatre steps, rooftop 

café, bay balcony, Fix/Madore Plaza, and Daystalls.  He said that climbing walls, slides and monkey bars 

will be integrated into the topography. He explained that materials proposed are heavy timber and brick 

such as found on Pike Place.  He said that the intent is to keep the transparency and openness, add green 

walls, native landscaping and add an unexpected sense of whimsy and play. 

 

Mr. Foster went over building typologies – shed roofs, shed type structures.  He said that the space under 

the fold would have public art and lighting.  

 

Public Comment:   

 

Ed Singler, Friends of the Market, asked about parking and noted that parking near the water was being 

lost. 

 

Mr. Foster said that there would be 140 spaces on the PC-1 site over the train tunnel.  He said there would 

also be a parking structure at water level. 

 

Eugenia Woo, Historic Seattle, asked what part of the plans fall within the historical district. 
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Mr. Howard answered that the Market zone [shown in the presentation] is within the district and extends to 

the overlook that connects to the district. He explained that an application would be required for 

development in that space.  He said that the Commission will put together a letter about issues regarding 

elements that connect to but are outside of the market zone. 

 

Ms. Woo commented that she thought the scale of the fold seems massive and that there could be 

issues with the covered space concerning public safety concerns and light.  She noted that it was 

important to consider how the proposed materials will wear and also the compatibility of the design 

with the historical district. 

 

Mr. Foster said that the scale has changed since they began and is more refined.  He said that they 

are looking for new means for maintenance and that new resources will be required. 

 

Paul Dunn, Market resident, questioned the value of the railroad tunnel outlook and whether it had 

been successful to have such a feature [railroad overlook] at the Sculpture Park. He asked about the 

relative height of the view point and waterfront condos. 

 

Mr. Foster said the viewpoint is below the condos. 

 

Mark Reddington, a member of the Waterfront Design Oversight Subcommittee, said they are 

looking out for the interest of the broader community and at an integrated way to serve the needs of 

the community.  He said that subcommittee reviewed the scale, articulation, activation of connector 

space and provided specific feedback to the design team.  He said that they are at a concept level 

and that the subcommittee has supported the approach thus far.   

 

Chris Moore, Washington Trust, asked for the total square footage of the newly developed area that 

will be open and retail. 

 

Mr. Foster said they had no numbers at this time.  He said that the scale would be in keeping similar 

to Pike Place and that they will create quality connections.  He said they want to create flow 

between the Market and Waterfront. 

 

Mr. Moore commented on the intimacy and pleasure of the Market, the surprise as one turns the 

corner. 

 

Mr. Foster said that it needs to be an extension of the fabric of the City. 

 

Commission Discussion: 

 

Ms. Pure asked how the Pike Place Market Historical Commission guidelines were being used in 

this process. 

 

Mr. Foster said that he is familiar with them and had provided them to the team.  He said that they 

have used them as a touch point for special relationship between Market buildings and the PC-1 site.  

He said the question is if they should mimic what is there, be distinct, or pick up on elements. He 

said they looked at the pattern and texture of the Market, the humbleness, and wondered how to 
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carry that forward in a contemporary way so that what they do doesn’t compete.  Responding to 

questions, he said that views from Victor Steinbrueck Park are over the condos. 

 

Mr. Reddington questioned at what point the Market Zone becomes the Waterfront and noted that 

they had not figured that out yet.  He said the once the Viaduct is out it will be completely different.   

 

Mr. Rolluda commented that it will be difficult to connect to the Market.  He asked how the fold 

would enhance the Pike Place Hillclimb. 

 

Mr. Foster noted the intent to create a plaza at the foot of the Hillclimb which, he said, would 

enhance it. 

 

Ms. Bystrom asked about usage projections – if they anticipated more people at the Waterfront, in 

the Market and downtown residents.  She questioned if what is planned is adequate, enough or too 

much. 

 

Mr. Foster said that there is a lot of growth in downtown households and that they are starved for 

open space downtown.  Open space will draw more people to the water.  He said that lots of visitors 

and locals come to the Market but that Aquarium people don’t. He said that by connecting them, 

more people from the Aquarium will come to the Market. 

 

Ms. Patton expressed concern about loading space for vendors. 

 

Mr. Foster said that there could be a new service building, places for loading, an elevator and new 

‘back of house’ entry. 

 

Mr. Rolluda asked how the Waterfront design team is working with SRG. 

 

Mr. Foster said they have similar thoughts on what happens under PC-1. 

 

Mr. Howard said that the Commission will send a letter to itemize concerns and will apply the 

Guidelines. He commented that as the project moves through the early stages of conceptual design 

process, it will be helpful for the Commission to have additional briefings. 

 

Mr. Foster said they will be coming back with the Market for the briefings and said the PC-1 design 

will be driven by this community. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Heather McAuliffe 

Commission Coordinator 

 

 


